
Friday, July 20, 20128 THE MONGOL MESSENGER wild nature

The Prague Zoo is sending four 
more rare wild Przewalski horses 
to Mongolia as part of its efforts to 
reintroduce the endangered species 
to its native habitat. Like in 2011, 
this project of Przewalski horses 
reintagration is part of the Official 
Development Assistance provided 
by the Czech Republic. The Prague 

Zoo has been working with the Czech 
Embassy in Ulaanbaatar in order to 
successfully realize this important 
task.

The reintroduction of Przewalski’s 
Horses to Mongolia has been 
underway since the beginning of the 
1990s. Prague Zoo became involved 
in this initiative in 1998 and 2000 

by presenting four horses which 
were transported by internationally 
organized transfer to the Takhin Tal 
and Hustain Nuruu regions. Last 
year, on the occasion of the 80th 
anniversary of its foundation, Prague 
Zoo decided to perform the first 
ever Czech transport of Przewalski’s 
Horses to Mongolia.

Three mares – Cassovia, Lima 
and Kordula – and a stallion Matyáš 
were then succesfully transported to 
Khomiin Tal in Western Mongolia. 
They are doing extraordinary well in 
their new environment: Cassovia and 
Lima recently gave birth to two little 
stallions.

This year, the Prague Zoo 
decided to organize another transfer 
of Przewalski horses to Mongolia; 
this time to Takhin Tal located in the 
northeast edge of the Gobi B National 
Park where the zoo supports rangers 
by donating cars and by building 
haylofts for the horses.

As a result of this decision, on 
July 16, four mares called Anežka, 
Greta, Spela and Xara flew on a 
military plane from Prague to Bulgan. 
The horses had been assembled at the 
Prague Zoo reintroduction station. 
Here, they had been taught to enter the 
yards from where they were loaded 
into crates on the day of transport. 
Continual veterinary examinations, 
vaccinations and hoof care had been 
performed.

“Project return of the wild 
horses involved extensive advance 
preparation in a bid to minimize the 
risks for the animals,” said Miroslav 
Bobek, Director of the zoo.

On the day of transportation, 
loading started in the early morning 
hours at reintroduction station 
Dolní Dobřejov. The horses were 
sedated before being loaded into the 
crates. Afterwards, the horses were 
transferred by lorry to the Kbely army 
airfield where they were transferred to 
the military aircraft in their transport 
crates.

The director of the zoo, 
veterinarian, Roman Vodička, and 
the hoofstock curator, Jan Marek, 
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were present at the horses’ side for the 
duration of the flight, to make regular 
checks on their state of mental and 
physical health. Thanks to specially 
made openings in the transport crates, 
it was possible to give the horses 
food and water, apply medicines or 
sedatives.

After the 18-hour flight from 
Prague to Bulgan airport, the horses 
were transferred from the aircraft to 
lorries and transported aproximately 
200 kilometers to Takhin Tal. Before 
they are united with the rest of the 
herd, they will spend some time in 

quarantine enclosures.
Przewalski’s Horse, or the 

Dzungian Horse – the last wild horse 
in the world – was wiped out in the 
wild at the turn of the 1960s and 70s. 
They have only survived due to the 
care of a few people. In particular, 
the Prague Zoo deserves much credit 
for their survival. In addition, the zoo 
has been keeping a worldwide breed 
registry of this species since 1959. 
Almost 70 percent of the horses now 
designed for reintroduction to the wild 
have got an ancestor from the Prague 
breed in their lineage.
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